Inspecting Trees For 

Formosan Subterranean Termites


Formosan subterranean termites can be very destructive and even kill most of the tree species grown in Louisiana. They can tunnel inside a tree, eat the center and build carton nests. They can develop very large numbers; as many as 10 million insects in a colony. They also spread to surrounding structures, including homes from these colonies in trees. Trees should be inspected for the presence of Formosan subterranean termites regularly.
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The most effective method to determine if a tree is infested with Formosan subterranean termites is a thorough visual examination of the exterior of the tree from ground level to about 6 to 8 feet up the tree trunk.
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· First, look up and down the trunk for evidence of mud tunnels (pictured above). If they are fresh, living termites may be found inside the tunnel.

· Sites with living termites may also be found at ground level and just below ground in the crotches at the base of the tree. 

· Living termites are often found in the upper part of the tree where branches form a crotch with the trunk. 

· Areas of rotted or loose bark around the trunk of a tree may also be locations where living termites may be found. Carefully remove some of the outer bark with a knife or screwdriver in these areas.

· Locations where limbs have been cut should also be examined for evidence of living termites.
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