Louisiana Tree Species Susceptible to 

Formosan Subterranean Termites


Since the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry initiated the tree treatment program for control of Formosan subterranean termites in the New Orleans and Lake Charles areas of Louisiana, the LSU AgCenter has inspected over 3,350 trees in these areas and in Monroe, Louisiana, for the presence of termites. The purpose of the inspections was two fold: first, to identify specific trees with termite infestations in zones that were scheduled to be treated to facilitate follow-up post treatment evaluations; second, to locate termite infested trees in areas that are not in the tree treatment zones for the purpose of establishing control trees. 


The purpose of this article is to report the tree species that were infested and that are susceptible to attack by Formosan subterranean termites. We found both native and Formosan subterranean termites in trees; however, the vast majority of the tree infestations found were Formosans.
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The following list of susceptible tree species includes only those trees where Formosan subterranean termites were found:

· Oaks (Live, Water, Laurel, Texas Red, Willow, White, Shumard’s, Cherrybark, Southern Red and Overcup)

· Chinese Tallow

· Bald Cypress

· Drummond Red Maple

· Elm (American, Chinese and Slippery)

· Slash Pine

· Crapemyrtle

· Southern Magnolia

· Sweetgum and Blackgum

· Netleaf Hackberry



· Green Ash

· Black Willow

· Sycamore

· River Birch

· Pecan

· Camphor Tree

· Eastern Redcedar

· Chinaberry

This does not mean that Formosan subterranean termites will not attack other tree species. 
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